
ACAA FACT SHEET 

Why the European Parliament must give its  

consent to the EU-Israel pharmaceutical deal? 

Why Pass ACAA? 

 ACAA will, first and foremost, benefit European patients 

 Israeli pharmaceuticals and generics are among the best in the world 

 ACAA ensures the enter the European market faster and cheaper! 

 Without ACAA, European healthcare providers could pay as much as 10 billion 

EUR a year more for pharmaceuticals from Israel 

 ACAA is merely a protocol of an existing trade agreement—it is not an upgrade 

 The legal services of the 3 European institutions have all stated that ACAA 

conforms with EU law 

 Verification procedures exist to ensure that products do not come from Israeli 

settlements, according to EU Commissioner for Trade Karel de Gucht 

 The objections to ACAA are purely political and should not supersede the 

rights of Europeans to the best and most affordable healthcare 

 4 Israelis have won Noble Prizes in 

Chemistry for discoveries enhancing 

medical treatment 

 It is estimated that 1,186 doses of Teva 

medicine are taken by European patients 

every second  

 Europeans health services saved 25 

billion in 2011 by using generics.  

ACAA is a trade agreement between the EU and Israel, which harmonizes and improves 

the quality control for pharmaceutical products between the two, thus allowing drug 

patients to more expedient access to new, life-saving medicines at lower prices. 

 Copaxone, the world’s top selling treatment 

for multiple sclerosis, was developed at the 

Weizmann Institute of Science in Rehovot. 

 Teva has produced a generic version of 

Lipitor, which will enter the UK market at 

92% below the original price. 

 More than 1/4 of global Alzheimer sufferers 

live in Europe and Israel is developing 

revolutionary drugs to combat the disease. 

Israel is a Pharmaceutical Leader 



Getting the Facts Straight 
 European healthcare providers already buy and use Israeli pharmaceuticals 

in large numbers because they are amongst the best in the world. ACAA 

does not give Israeli pharmaceutical companies access to the European 

market; demand for Israeli products does. ACAA simply ensures that when a 

hospital or healthcare provider wishes to purchase Israeli-made 

pharmaceuticals on merit, they can do so quickly and at a lower price by 

removing some trade barriers. 

 ACAA is not an upgrade in trade between Israel and the EU. Indeed, the 

European Council decided to hold-up any discussion on a trade upgrade 

following the 2008-2009 Gaza War. But the foundations for ACAA precede 

that decision: it is formalized under part of the framework of the Action Plan 

under the 2000 EU-Israel Association Agreement. That is why the European 

Council concluded the agreement in Israel in March 2010 at the 

recommendation of the European Commission. ACAA is consistent with EU 

policy towards Israel. 

In the Words of the Commission... 

“The Commission considers that the current ACAA text is compliant 

with the Lisbon treaty and international law and that no change or 

renegotiation is necessary.”    

     ~ Commissioner for Trade Karel De Gucht 

What Can You Do? 

Sign and share our petition: http://www.change.org/petitions/

members-of-the-european-parliament-pass-acaa 

Learn more of the FACTS about ACAA by visiting our website: 

www.passacaa.com.   
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